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Opengate is a private, non-profit, non-sectarian, residential and day program facility serving developmentally disabled adults. All contributions directly
benefit those we serve. A copy of Opengate’s last financial report filed with the Department of State may be obtained by writing to Opengate or to the
New York State Department of Law, Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, Albany, NY 10271.

Estate Planning Ahead
Seems every year it is a good idea to remind Opengate
families or other consumer guardians to speak to Randi
Rios-Castro about any changes in their will or other docu-
ments of their estate planning.  Why so important?  To see,
for example, if Randi could offer assistance answering
nagging questions about changes in the guardianship
process, or to learn how to structure a supplemental
needs trust or, in other ways, to realize the importance of
planning for the inevitable.  Inquirers will discover Randi
knows her stuff and although not a lawyer she is unques-
tionably dedicated to providing Opengate consumers all
that they deserve within this highly
regulated field.  Why not put Randi
on your “To Do List” and make sure
Opengate has copies on file of all
pertinent documentation especial-
ly your current will.  Learning what
potential administrative headaches
can be avoided quite easily will
make you happy you called Randi.
Tel. (914) 277-5350 ext. 111. 

The annual Opengate fund-raiser was carried off enthusiasti-
cally October 11th despite threatening skies. Le Fontane,
Opengate’s favored eatery, was the festive setting to honor Lia
Grasso, Opengate parent and board member. Lia greeted arriv-
ing guests with her characteristic charm while coping with wet
umbrellas.  The deluge did not deter Lia’s legion of  friends
from joining the chorus of praise including, of course, her
devoted stepson, Tommy, who sat nearby announcing to the
swelling ranks of benefactors: “Lia’s party!”  Admirers who
could not attend showed their support with donations to
Opengate which accumulated very nicely, thank you.

The assembled, refreshed by delicious food and aperitif, lis-
tened as Brian Hulten, Opengate’s sociable CEO, launched the
evening’s celebration; remembering 20 years back in his direct-
care service when Lia arrived on Warren Street. Brian declared,
“She was from the beginning tireless performing any task
which would benefit either Tommy or Opengate, his second
home.”  Born near Athens, Greece Lia reached the United States
via Toronto and eventually marrying Pat Grasso, Tommy’s
industrious father and long-time board member. Hearing Lia
speak of those faraway days in Greece, Lia attributes her drive
to Greek inclusiveness toward the developmentally disabled.
Greek families, she said, simply make-do.  Lia’s family-based
philosophy is her trademark as it is indeed at Opengate. To cite
a recent example, thanks to Lia’s lobbying efforts in Albany,
Opengate families can take comfort knowing that Opengate’s

A Neighborly,
Painterly View
Not long ago a
young artist
residing in our
n e i g h b o r h o o d
politely inquired
by E-mail if he
could possibly set
up his easel near
the Menell
Gazebo “to cap-
ture a beautiful scene on canvas.”  Brian Hulten was
warm to the idea and so on the following Saturday
at twilight this personable artist did indeed capture,
in the course of an hour or so, a beautiful scene nos-
talgic to many of us who have lived and worked
here.  By day, an accomplished commercial artist in
the animated film field, John David Thornton or
“Jack”, as he asked to be called, was grateful for
Brian’s invitation and he graciously reciprocated
offering Opengate the use of a reproduction of the
painting  for our eleemosynary purposes.

Jack had chanced upon this scene while walking
home along Warren Street. He recalled being smit-
ten by the interplay of light and shadow cast by the
ancient pines.  Over the years other passers-  by have
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Randi Rios-Castro
Assistant Executive Director

NEWS BULLETIN: Opengate’s new board member,
Mary Beth Murphy Esq has been reelected Somers
Town Supervisor. Congratulations, Mary Beth, on a
sixth consecutive term !

In Memory of Opengate
Parent William J. Browne
Mary Ellen Beierholm
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Bertone
Angelina Browne
Jeanne Campbell
Mr. & Mrs. Luke Clarizio & family
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Conetta
Nancy DeVito
Robert A. DeVito
Mr. & Mr. Luciano Giovannucci
Mary Ellen Grieve
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Johansmeyer-Larsen
Maj. Gen. Vincent Lanna (Retd.)
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Profeta
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Profeta
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Schif
Joan Stickles

…see page 2
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FYI: Grasso House is undergoing a welcome
remodeling to the improving tune of $250,000.


