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2007 Year-end
Donors
Ms Lynn Celestine in

memory of Neil Lynn
Angelo Martinelli in honor 

of Pat & Lia Grasso
Mrs Alice Snow
Ellen Burkett
Mr & Mrs Albert M. 

Channon
Helen & Gus Keramidas in 

honor of Lia Grasso
Mr & Mrs Frank Caruso in 

memory of Louis Caruso
Alyce & Roger Rose
Bridget Grasso in honor of 

Pat & Lia Grasso
Mary Schmidt in memory of 

Mary & Wendel Lelack
Mrs Theresa Leuzzi
Caruso Trustees in memory

of Louis Caruso
Dr & Mrs Robert Soley
William H. Kircher in 

memory of William
Browne

Mr & Mrs Snaider Santini in 
memory of the Mastroddie
Santini family

Mr & Mrs Marijan Predovan
Deborah Rosenthal
United Way of Orange

County
Geraldine Major in honor of 

Bernard Major
Victor & Vivian Marcovici in

honor of Karen Marcovici
William & Stephanie

Puckhaber
Eugene DeRose in memory

of Jeanette DeRose
Louis Vacarro in memory of

Ann J. Vacarro
David & Eileen (Guifoyle)

Moody
Borchardt Family Foundation
Bill Guilfoyle
Samuel & Joanne Guild in

honor of Monica Healey

Dr Donald Bernstein in
honor of Pat Grasso

Elizabeth McDonald
Mr & Mrs William Convery in

memory of Arthur Landau
Mrs Kim Tchang O’Donnell
Mrs Marion Silbert in 

memory of Milton Silbert
Mrs Norma Hill in memory

of Jack Hill
Ms Leslie  Hirschorn
Mrs Gertrude Hirschorn
Tom & Jacklyn Tchang
Zindel Heller in memory of

Elaine G. Heller
Chana Sharfstein
William & Stephanie

Puckhaber
Romeo Bruno in memory of

Emily Bruno
Genevieve B. Malone
John Nicolich
Mary Pat & Raymond

Murphy
Cynthia Ader in honor of 

Dr. Roger Rose 
“(he) is terrific!”

Anthony Ludovici
Dr Leslie Seigle
Mr & Mrs Fred Santore in

honor of Pat & Lia Grasso
Thomas Guilfoyle
Gilbert & Sheila Henoch in

honor of Andrew W.
Henoch

Victoire & Peter Sickinger
Mr & Mrs William Convery in

memory of Robert Hulten
Dr Loretta Maffei
Mr & Mrs Max Rehfeld
Miss Marguerite Borchardt
Mrs Tillie Gross in honor of 

Michael Stern
Ginny & Jeff Vreeland

“Happy Holidays & New 
Year”

Mr & Mrs William Convery in
honor of Billy Convery

Mr & Mrs Robert Rosenthal
Mr & Mrs Richard Lidz in 

honor of Geoffrey

Pasternak
James Lusnar
Stephen G. Sanders in honor 

of Mark R. Sanders
Mr & Mrs Thomas Ruocco
Mr & Mrs Charles Schaudel
Mr & Mrs Jacob Stern in

memory of Fannie Gross, 
Michael’s grandmother

Mr & Mrs Harold Auerbach 
in honor of Marc Auerbach

Eric Auerbach
Ann Marie Sanders in

memory of John Carmine
Sanders

Mr Charles Cancro in honor 
of my son, Christopher

Ann McDonnell in memory
of Judith O. Alexander

Mr & Mrs Carl Mitchell in
honor of their 50th
wedding anniversary

Michael Levenson
Roger & Claudia Sickinger-

Harris in honor of Eric
Sickinger

Mrs Joan MacKenzie in 
honor of Roger & Alyce 
Rose

Mr & Mrs Arthur Premselaar
Barbara & Steven Silbert
Mrs Evelyne Feinsilver
Mr & Mrs Desmond
McGahern (monthly)
Judith Baiocco in honor of

Christopher
Stanley & Debra Kronberg in

honor of the Auerbach
family

Dr & Mrs Robert Sperber in
honor of the Auerbach
family

Mr & Mrs Charles Salzhauer
Mrs Ethelyn Honig in honor

of Lester Honig MD
Jeffrey & Orna Feinsilver
James Fredericks in honor of

Roger & Alyce Rose
Deborah J. Abbot
Lewis R. Burgin in honor of

Milton Silbert

Blair Fleischmann
Elizabeth Rehfeld
Louise Bartoli
Mr & Mrs Howard L.
Harmon, Jr in honor of

Jamie Harmon from his 
sister, Julie and nephew,
Julian

Mrs Claudia Marks
Mrs Marjorie Macklin
Mrs Barbara Kumble
Mr & Mrs Frank Caruso 

(monthly)
Mrs Sandra Vogt and
Mr David Pisacrita in 

memory of William 
Browne

Additional Gifts
Mr & Mrs Stanley Kronberg

in honor of Marc Auerbach 
on the occasion of his 
birthday

Mr & Mrs Harold Auerbach
in honor of Marc Auerbach
on the occasion of his
birthday

Mr & Mrs Frank Caruso in
honor of Christine

Mr & Mrs Joseph Sisca Jr. in
honor of Theresa & Joseph
Sisca Sr., “They showed us
the way”

Mrs Lillian M. Knoeller
Mr & Mrs Desmond

McGahern

Opengate Spring 08:Spring 2008  6/27/08  11:33 AM  Page 2



28 Warren Street
Somers, NY 10589
(914) 277-5350

SUN
www.opengateinc.org No. 33, Spring 2008

Peter X. Sickinger, Esq., Chairman of the Board ~ Brian Hulten, LCSW, Chief Executive Officer ~ Bradford Garnett, Editor
OPENGATE, INC. • 28 Warren Street • Somers, NY 10589 • (914) 277-5350

re
ac

hi
ng

 f
ar

th
er

Opengate is a private, non-profit, non-sectarian, residential and day program facility serving developmentally disabled adults. All contributions directly
benefit those we serve. A copy of Opengate’s last financial report filed with the Department of State may be obtained by writing to Opengate or to the
New York State Department of Law, Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, Albany, NY 10271.

A Little Opengate
History

So much has changed since 1969, as
our matriarch  Marion Silbert will gra-
ciously tell the history-minded , when
she and her late husband, Milton, first
motored along rural Warren Street to
join a handful of parents drawn by a
like-minded dream; to establish a resi-
dential vocational school for their
aging-out children. Their son, Kenneth,
became one of the twelve original res-
idents at Opengate, as this innovative
place came to be called.

Milton Silbert was its first treasurer
while Marion would serve many years
on the Parents Advisory Association as
program chairman.   Marion invariably
points out to listeners that Opengate
was conceived as a family affair; a
quality CEO Brian Hulten and his
board of directors strive to preserve.
Congratulations to our excellent
matriarch on the  occasion of attain-
ing her 94th birthday.   Take a bow,
Marion !

Opengate Remembers
Phillip Casson MD

2007 Staff
Holiday Party
Donors
Claudia Marks
Mr & Mrs Frank Caruso
Robert Sanders
Pat & Lia Grasso
Louis Vaccaro
Mr & Mrs Marino Capulli
Ann Marie Sanders
Debbie & Jack Stern
Mrs Marjorie Macklin

Ellen Burkett
Mary Schmidt
Mr & Mrs Snaider Santini
Patricia Larsen Johansmeyer
Alyce & Roger Rose
Mrs Alice Snow
Eugene DeRose
Mrs Marion Silbert
Janet & Robert Sugar
Marlene Pizzi
Chana Sharfstein
Stanley Sands
Marijan Predovan
Rita Ross
Lynda & Ron Neretin
William & Stephanie
Puckhaber
Romeo Bruno
David & Eileen Moody
Richard S. Swanson
Jacqueline Davi
Estelle Sulsky
Laura Davi

Harold & Shirley Auerbach
Mr & Mrs Samuel Guild
William & Patricia Convery
Leslie & Gertrude Hirschorn
Thomas Guilfoyle
Martha & Desmond
Guilfoyle
Mr & Mrs Tom Tchang
Zindel Heller
Jean Petrofesi
Victoire & Peter Sickinger
Mr & Mrs Albert M. Channon
Mr & Mrs Max Rehfeld
Charles Cancro
Judith Baiocco
Mary Pat & Raymond
Murphy
Mr & Mrs Howard Harmon
Paula Guilfoyle
Mr & Mrs John Bobolakis
Mr & Mrs Charles Schaudel
Ann McDonnell
Ethelyn Honig

In Memory of
Opengate
Parent Bernard
Singer
Kings Point Choral Group
Kings Point Tamarac Chapter
AARP
Edythe Katz
Joan & Stuart Silowitz
Elaine & Burton Scholl
Men’s Club Kings Point
Tamarac

Marion Silbert Awards Day 2008
Rosemary Casson & Lia Grasso
Opengate’s annual fund-raiser, this year honoring the memory of Dr
Phillip Casson,  was held June 12th at our favorite ristorante, Le Fontane.
Assembled there were former colleagues, fellow Pawling Mountain
Club “sharp shooters,” Opengate regulars and, not the least, Dr Casson’s
irresistible “girls”, as he was known to address them: wife Rosemary,
daughters Lindsay & Victoria.  (Daughter No. 3, Nicole, was out of ear-
shot in California.)  Opengate’s sociable CEO Brian Hulten welcomed Dr
Casson’s well-traveled admirers then introduced  Roger Rose, an
Opengate parent and  former colleague.  Lia Grasso, Opengate’s Vice

Chair, added a few heartfelt
words followed by her husband,
Pat, who did not fail to enter-
tain us with several anecdotes
about his old sidekick.
Rosemary Casson graciously
completed the speech-making
by thanking everybody for com-
ing; Rosemary was touched that
many who could not attend
anyway sent Opengate dona-
tions in their place. Brian Hulten
presented Rosemary a plague in
recognition of the Cassons’
altruistic as well as material
support of Opengate’s humani-
tarian mission.

Dr Casson
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